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Hungarian and Bulgarian lands now lie. From among these
Slavs, parties scattered throughout the country and were known
by appropriate names, according to the places where they
settled. Thus some came and settled by the river Morava, and
were named Moravians, while others were cailed Czechs. Among
these same Slavs are included the White Croats, the Serbs, and
the Khorutanians. For when the Vlakhs attacked the Danubian
Slavs, settled among them, and did them violence, the latter
came and made their homes by the Vistula, and were then called
Liakhs.! Of these same Liakhs some were called Poles, some
Lutichians, some Mazovians, and still others Pomorians. Certain
Slavs settled also on the Dnieper, and were there called Polian-
ians. Still others were named Derevlians, because they lived in
the forests. Some also lived between the Pripet and the Dvina,
and were known as Dregovichians. Other tribes resided along
the Dvina and were called Polotians on account of a small
stream called the Polota, which flows into the Dvina. It was
from this same stream that they were named Polotians. The
Slavs also dwelt about Lake Ilmen, and were known there by
their own original name. They built a city which they called
Novgorod. Still others had their homes along the Desna, the
Sem, and the Sula, and were called Severians. Thus the Slavic
race was divided, and its language was known as Slavic.

When the Polianians lived by themselves among the hills, a
trade route connected the Varangians with the Greeks. Starting
from GCreece, this route proceeds along the Dnieper, above
which a portage leads to the Lovat. By following the Lovat, the
great lake Ilmen is reached. The river Volkhov flows out of this
lake and enters the great lake Nevo. The mouth of this lake
opens into the Varangian Sea. Over this sea goes the route to
Rome, and on from Rome overseas to Constantinople. The
Pontus, into which flows the river Dnieper, may be reached
from that point. The Dnieper itself rises in the upland forest,
and flows southward. The Dvina has its source in this same
forest, but flows northward and empties into the Varangian Sea.
The Volga rises in this same forest, but flows to the east, and
discharges through seventy mouths into the Caspian Sea. It is
possible by this route to go eastward to reach the Bulgars and
Khorezm, and thus attain the region of Shem. Along the Dvina
runs the route to the Varangians, whence one may reach Rome,
-and go on from there to the race of Ham. But the Dnieper flows
through various mouths into the Pontus. This sea, beside which
taught St. Andrew, Peter’s brother, is called the Russian Sea.

1 Original Slavic name for Poles.
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2. THE APOSTLE ANDREW COMES TO RUSSIA

In the tenth or eleventh century the belief was held, based on
the writing of Eusebius, that the Apostle Andrew, during his
trip to the Greek colonies on the Black Sea, had visited the ter-
ritories that were later to become Russia. This legend became
very popular with the Russians and laid the foundation for the
later-developed theory of Russia as the guardian of the Orthodox
Christian faith. According to the Primary Chronicle, Andrew
crossed through Russia from the mouth of the Dnieper River,
passed the hills on which Kiev was later founded, and went as
far north as the ancient city of Novgorod.

When Andrew was teaching in Sinope and came to Kherson
(as has been recounted elsewhere), he observed that the mouth
of the Dnieper was nearby. Conceiving a desire to go to Rome,
he thus went to the mouth of the Dnieper. Thence he ascended
the river, and by chance he halted beneath the hills upon the
shore. Upon arising in the morning, he observed to the disciples
who were with him: “See ye these hills? So shall the favor of
God shine upon them that on this spot a great city shall arise,
and God shall erect many churches therein.” He drew near the
hills, and having blessed them, he set up a cross. After offering
his prayer to God, he descended from the hill on which Kiev
was subsequently built, and continued his journey up the
Dnieper.

He then reached the Slavs at the point where Novgorod is
now situated. He saw these people existing according to their
customs, and on observing how they bathed and drenched
themselves, he wondered at them. He went thence among the
Varangians and came to Rome, where he recounted what he
had learned and observed. “Wondrous to relate,” said he, “I
saw the land of the Slavs, and while I was among them, I no-
ticed their wooden bathhouses. They warm them to extreme heat,
then undress, and after anointing themselves with tallow, they
take young reeds and lash their bodies. They actually lash them-
selves so violently that they barely escape alive. Then they
drench themselves with cold water, and thus are revived. They
think nothing of doing this every day, and actually inflict such
voluntary torture upon themselves. They make of the act not a
mere washing but a veritable torment.” When his hearers
learned this fact, they marveled. But Andrew, after his stay in
Rome, returned to Sinope.
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to the Varangian Rus: these particular Varangians were known
as Rus, just as some are called Swedes, and others Normans,
Angles, and Goths, for they were thus named. The Chuds, the
Slavs, and the Krivichians then said to the people of Rus:
“Our whole land is great and rich, but there is no order in it.
Come to rule and reign over us.” They thus selected three
brothers, with their kinfolk, who took with them all the Rus,
and migrated. The oldest, Rurik, located himself in Novgorod;
the second, Sineus, in Beloozero; and the third, Truvor, in
Izborsk. On account of these Varangians, the district of
Novgorod became known as Russian (Rus) land. The present
inhabitants of Novgorod are descended from the Varangian race,
but aforetime they were Slavs.

After two years, Sineus and his brother Truvor died, and
Rurik assumed the sole authority. He assigned cities to his fol-
lowers, Polotzk to one, Rostov to another, and to another Be-
loozero. In these cities there are thus Varangian colonists, but
the first settlers were, in Novgorod, Slavs; in Polotzk, Krivich-
ians; at Beloozero, Ves; in Rostov, Merians; and in Murom,
Muromians. Rurik had dominion over all these districts.

With Rurik there were two men who did not belong to his
kin, but were boyars. They obtained permission to go to Con-
stantinople with their families. They thus sailed dowr the
Dnieper, and in the course of their journey they saw a small
city on a hill. Upon their inquiry as to whose town it was, they
were informed that three brothers, Kii, Shchek, and Khoriv, had
once built the city, but that since their deaths, their descendants
were living there as tributaries of the Khazars. Askold and Dir
remained in this city, and after gathering together many Var-
angians, they established their domination over the country of
the Polianians at the same time that Rurik was ruling at
Novgorod. :

6374 (866) Askold and Dir attacked the Byzantine capital
during the fourteenth year of the reign of the Emperor Michael.
When the emperor had set forth against the Saracens and had
arrived at the Black River, the eparch sent him word that the
Russians were approaching Constantinople, and the emperor
turned back. Upon arriving inside the strait, the Russians made
a great massacre of the Christians, and attacked Constantinople
in two hundred boats. The emperor succeeded with difficulty
in entering the city. The people prayed all night with the Patri-
arch Photius at the Church of the Holy Virgin in Blachernae.
‘They also sang hymns and carried the sacred vestment of the
Virgin to dip it in the sea. The weather was still, and the sea
was calm, but a storm of wind came up, and when great waves
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straightway rose, confusing the boats of the godless Russians,
it threw them upon the shore and broke them up, so that few
escaped such destruction. The survivors then returned to their
native land.

5. PRINCE OLEG'S CAMPAIGN
AGAINST CONSTANTINOPLE

According to the Primary Chronicle, Rurik died in 879, leaving
the conduct of state affairs to his relative, Oleg, in view of the
infancy of Rurik’s son, Igor. Oleg was the first nonlegendary
ruler of Russia. In 882 he moved the capital from Novgorod to
Kiev, and consolidated most of the Russian and Eastern Slavic
tribes under his rule. A successful warrior and cautious ruler,
Oleg became a popular figure in Russian historical tradition, and
was called “the Seer” by his contemporaries. His campaigns
against the Byzantine Empire, referred to by the writer of the
Chronicle as the “Greek Empire,” were particularly successful.

The tribes mentioned in the following text are primarily of
Slavic origin. The Krivichians were a Slavic people who in-
habited the entire northwestern Russian territory between the
present cities of Moscow, Tver’, Pskov, and Minsk. The Chuds,
Merians, and Ves were Finno-Ugric tribes of northern Russia.

6415 (907) Leaving Igor in Kiev, Prince Oleg attacked
the Greeks. He took with him a multitude of Varangians, Slavs,
Chuds, Krivichians, Merians, Polianians, Severians, Derevlians,
Radimichians, Croats, Dulebians, and Tivercians as the guides.
All these tribes are known as Great Scythia by the Greeks.
With this entire force, Oleg sallied forth by horse and by
ship, and the number of his vessels was two thousand. He
arrived before Constantinople, but the Greeks fortified the strait
and closed up the city. Oleg disembarked upon the shore, and
ordered his soldiery to beach the ships. They waged war around
the city, and accomplished much slaughter of the Greeks. They
also destroyed many palaces and burned the churches. Of the
prisoners they captured, some they beheaded, some they tor-
tured, some they shot, and still others they cast into the sea. The
Russians inflicted many other woes upon the Greeks after the
usual manner of soldiers. Oleg commanded his warriors to make
wheels, which they attached to the ships, and when the wind
was favorable they spread the sails and bore down upon the city
from the open country. When the Greeks beheld this, they were
afraid, and, sending messengers to Oleg, they implored him not
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forth from it and bit him in the foot, so that in consequence he
sickened and died. All the people mourned for him in great
grief. They bore him away and buried him upon the hill which
is called Shchekovitza. His tomb stands there to this day, and it
is called the Tomb of Oleg.

7. IGOR'S DEATH AND OLGA’S REVENGE

After Oleg’s death, Igor became the ruler of Russia. He was
neither successful in his military enterprises nor popular with
the people. A campaign undertaken by him against the Slavic
tribe of Derevlians, who lived between Kiev and the present-
day Polish border, resulted in his death. His clever widow, Olga,
cruelly revenged the death of her husband. Folklore motifs are
evident in this story of her revenge, which is one of the most
colorful narratives of The Tale of Bygone Years.

6453 (945) In this year, Igor’s retinue said to him: “The
servants of Sveinald are adorned with weapons and fine raiment,
but we are naked. Go forth with us, O prince, after tribute, that
both you and we may profit thereby.” Igor heeded their words,
and he attacked Dereva in search of tribute. He demanded ad-
ditional tribute, and collected it by violence from the people
with the assistance of his followers. After thus gathering the
tribute, he returned to his city. On his homeward way, he said
to his followers, after some reflection: “Go forward with the
tribute. I shall turn back, and rejoin you later.” He dismissed his
retainers on their journey homeward, but being desirous of still
greater booty, he returned on his tracks with a few of his
vassals.

The Derevlians heard that he was again approaching, and
consulted with Mal, their prince, saying: “If a wolf comes
among the sheep, he will take away the whole flock one by one,
unless he be killed. If we do not thus kill him now, he will
destroy us all.” They then sent forward to Igor inquiring why he
had returned, since he had collected all the tribute. But Igor
did not heed them, and the Derevlians came forth from the city
of Izkorosten, and slew Igor and his company, for the number
of the latter was few. So Igor was buried, and his tomb is near
the city of Izkorosten in Dereva even to this day.

But Olga was in Kiev with her son, the boy Sviatoslav. His
tutor was Asmund, and the troop commander was Sveinald, the
father of Mistisha. The Derevlians then said: “See, we have
killed the Prince of Russia. Let us take his wife Olga for our
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Prince Mal, and then we shall obtain possession of Sviatoslav,
and work our will upon him.” So they sent their best men,
twenty in number, to Olga by boat, and they arrived below
Borichev in their boat. At that time, the water flowed below
the heights of Kiev, and the inhabitants did not live in the valley,
but upon the heights. The city of Kiev was on the present site
of the palace of Gordiat and Nicephorus, and the prince’s palace
was in the city where the palace of Vratislav and Chud now
stands, while the ferry was outside the city. Without the city
there stood another palace, where the palace of the Cantors is
now situated, behind the Church of the Holy Virgin upon the
heights. This was a palace with a stone hall.

Olga was informed that the Derevlians had arrived, and sum-
moned them to her presence with a gracious welcome. When
the Derevlians had thus announced their arrival, Olga replied
with an inquiry as to the reason of their coming. The Derevlians
then announced that their tribe had sent them to report that
they had slain her husband, because he was like a wolf, crafty
and ravening, but that their princes, who had thus preserved the
land of Dereva, were good, and that Olga should come and
marry their Prince Mal. For the name of the Prince of Dereva
was Mal.

Olga made this reply: “Your proposal is pleasing to me; in-
deed, my husband cannot rise again from the dead. But I desire
to honor you tomorrow in the presence of my people. Return
now to your boat, and remain there with an aspect of arrogance.
I shall send for you on the morrow, and you shall say: “‘We will
not ride on horses nor go on foot; carry us in our boat.” And
you shall be carried in your boat.” Thus she dismissed them to
their vessel.

Now Olga gave command that a large deep ditch should be
dug in the castle with the hall, outside the city. Thus, on the
morrow, Olga, as she sat in the hall, sent for the strangers, and
her messengers approached them and said: “Olga summons you
to great honor.” But they replied: “We will not ride on horse-
back nor in wagons, nor go on foot; carry us in our boat.” The
people of Kiev then lamented: “Slavery is our lot. Our prince is
killed, and our princess intends to marry their prince.” So they
carried the Derevlians in their boat. The latter sat on the cross-
benches in great robes, puffed up with pride. They thus were
borne into the court before Olga, and when the men had
brought the Derevlians in, they dropped them into the trench
along with the boat. Olga bent over and inquired whether they
found the honor to their taste. Théy answered that it was worse
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than the death of Igor. She then commanded that they should
be buried alive, and they were thus buried.

Olga then sent messages to the Derevlians to the effect that,
if they really required her presence, they should send after her
their distinguished men, so that she might go to their prince
with due honor, for otherwise her people in Kiev would not let
her go. When the Derevlians heard this message, they gathered
together the best men who governed the land of Dereva and
sent them to her. When the Derevlians arrived, Olga com-
manded that a bath should be made ready, and invited them to
appear before her after they had bathed. The bathhouse was
then heated, and the Derevlians entered in to bathe. Olga’s
men closed up the bathhouse behind them, and she gave orders
to set it on fire from the doors, so that the Derevlians were all
burned to death.

Olga then sent to the Derevlians the following message: “I am
now coming to you, so prepare great quantities of mead in the
city where you killed my husband, that I may weep over his
grave and hold a funeral feast for him.” When they heard these
words, they gathered great quantities of honey, and brewed
mead. Taking a small escort, Olga made the journey with ease,
and upon her arrival at Igor’s tomb, she wept for her husband.
She bade her followers pile up a great mound, and when they
had piled it up, she also gave command that a funeral feast
should be held. Thereupon the Derevlians sat down to drink,
and Olga bade her followers wait upon them.

The Derevlians inquired of Olga where the retinue was which
they had sent to meet her. She replied that they were following
with her husband’s bodyguard. When the Derevlians were
drunk, she bade her followers fall upon them, and went about
herself egging on her retinue to the Massacre of the Derevlians.
So they cut down five thousand of them; but Olga returned to
Kiev and prepared an army to attack the survivors.

6454 (946) Olga, together with her son Sviatoslav, gath-
ered a large and valiant army, and proceeded to attack the land
of the Derevlians. The latter came out to meet her troops, and
when both forces were ready for combat, Sviatoslav cast his
spear against the Derevlians. But the spear went between the
ears of his horse, and struck its feet, for the prince was but a
child. Then Sveinald and Asmund said: “The prince has already
begun battle; press on, vassals, after the prince.” Thus they
conquered the Derevlians, with the result that the latter fled,
and shut themselves up in their cities.

Olga hastened with her son to the city of Izkorosten, for it
was there that her husband had been slain, and they laid siege
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to the city. The Derevlians barricaded themselves within the
city, and fought valiantly from it, for they realized that they
had killed the prince, and to what fate they would in conse-
quence surrender.

Olga remained there a year without being able to take the
city, and then she thought out this plan. She sent into the town
the following message: “Why do you persist in holding out? All
your cities have surrendered to me and submitted to tribute, so
that the inhabitants now cultivate their fields and their lands in
peace. But you had rather die of hunger, without submitting to
tribute.” The Derevlians replied that they would be glad to
submit to tribute but that she was still bent on avenging her
husband.

Olga then answered: “Since I have already avenged the mis-
fortune of my husband twice on the occasions when your mes-
sengers came to Kiev, and a third time when I held a funeral
feast for him, I do not desire further revenge, but am anxious
to receive a small tribute. After I have made peace with you, I
shall return home again.”

The Derevlians then inquired what she desired of them, and
expressed their readiness to pay honey and furs. Olga retorted
that at the moment they had neither honey nor furs but that she
had one small request to make. “Give me three pigeons,” she
said, “and three sparrows from each house. I do not desire to
impose a heavy tribute, like my husband, but I require only this
small gift from you, for you are impoverished by the siege.”

The Derevlians rejoiced, and collected from each house three
pigeons and three sparrows, which they sent to Olga with their
greetings. Olga then instructed them, in view of their submis-
sion, to return to their city, promising that on the morrow she
would depart and return to her own capital. The Derevlians re-
entered their city with gladness, and when they reported to the
inhabitants, the people of the town rejoiced.

Now Olga gave to each soldier in her army a pigeon or a
sparrow, and ordered them to attach by a thread to each pigeon
and sparrow a match bound with small pieces of cloth. When
night fell, Olga bade her soldiers release the pigeons and the
sparrows. So the birds flew to their nests, the pigeons to the
cotes, and the sparrows under the eaves. Thus the dovecotes,
the coops, the porches, and the haymows were set on fire. There
was not a house that was not consumed, and it was impossible
to extinguish the flames, because all the houses caught fire at
once. The people fled from the city, and Olga ordered her
soldiers to catch them. Thus she took the city and burned it,
and captured the elders of the city. Some of the other captives
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she killed, while she gave others as slaves to her followers. The
remnant she left to pay tribute.

She imposed upon them a heavy tribute, two parts of which
went to Kiev, and the third to Olga in Vyshegorod; for
Vyshegorod was Olga’s city. She then passed through the land
of Dereva, accompanied by her son and her retinue, establishing
laws and tribute. Her residences and hunting preserves are
there still. Then she returned with her son to Kiev, her city,
where she remained one year.

8. SVIATOSLAV’S EARLY CAMPAIGNS

Mention of the campaigns and deeds of the first Russian em-
pire-builder, Prince Sviatoslav, can be found in different entries
of the Primary Chronicle. Although scattered, these entries offer
a heroic image of this knightly prince-conqueror. Ruling Russia
from 956 to 971, Sviatoslav not only united all the Eastern
Slavs, including the tribe of the especially primitive Viatichi,
but also annexed to Russia the powerful state of the Khazars
and the north Caucasian tribes of Yassians and Kassogs. More-
over, he undertook a daring military campaign into the Balkans,
whither he was attracted by the wealth and brilliance of Byzan-
tine civilization.

6472 (964) When Prince Sviatoslav had grown up and
matured, he began to collect a numerous and valiant army. Step-
ping light as a leopard, he undertook many campaigns. Upon
his expeditions he carried with him neither wagons nor kettles,
and boiled no meat, but cut off small strips of horseflesh, game,
or beef, and ate it after roasting it on the coals. Nor did he
have a tent, but he spread out a garment under him, and set
his saddle under his head; and all his retinue did likewise. He
sent messengers to the other lands announcing his intention to
attack them. He went to the Oka and the Volga, and on com-
ing in contact with the Viatichians, he inquired of them to
whom they paid tribute. They made answer that they paid a
silver piece per plowshare to the Khazars.
~ 6473 (965) Sviatoslav sallied forth against the Khazars.
When they heard of his approach, they went out to meet him
with their prince, the Kagan,® and the armies came to blows.
When the battle thus took place, Sviatoslav defeated the Khazars

1 A Turkic word for emperor.

9 §{ SIEGE OF KIEV AND OLGA’S DEATH 59

and took their city of Belovezha. He also conquered the Yassians
and the Kassogians. 2

6474 (966) Sviatoslav conquered the Viatichians and made
them his tributaries.

6475 (967) Sviatoslav marched to the Danube to attack the
Bulgarians. When they fought together, Sviatoslav overcame the
Bulgarians, and captured eighty towns along the Danube. He
took up his residence there, and ruled in Pereiaslavets, receiv-
ing tribute from the Greeks.

9. THE SIEGE OF KIEV AND OLGA’S DEATH

During Sviatoslav’s Balkan campaign, a new and dangerous
horde appeared in the south Russian prairie—the Pechenegs,
Turkic nomads from Central Asia. Cruel and dynamic, these
warriors commenced raiding Russian territories and in 968 they
besieged Kiev. Their incursions continued until 1036, when
Yaroslav defeated them. Soon thereafter, however, a new Turkic
horde appeared—the Kumans, who continued the raiding of Rus-
sia. Some Pechenegs merged with these Kumans, and others
settled among the Russians under the name of “Torks” and
served the Russian princes, later becoming Slavicized.

6476 (968) While Sviatoslav was at Pereiaslavets, the Pech-
enegs attacked Russia for the first time. So Olga shut herself
up in the city of Kiev with her grandsons, Yaropolk, Oleg, and
Vladimir. The nomads besieged the city with a great force.
They surrounded it with an innumerable multitude, so that it
was impossible to escape or send messages from the city, and
the inhabitants were weak from hunger and thirst. Those who
had gathered on the other side of the Dnieper in their boats
remained on that side, and not one of them could enter Kiev,
while no one could cross over to them from the city itself.

The inhabitants of the city were afflicted, and lamented: “Is
there no one that can reach the opposite shore and report to the
other party that if we are not relieved on the morrow, we must
perforce surrender to the Pechenegs?” Then one youth volun-
teered to make the attempt, and the people begged him to try it.
So he went out of the city with a bridle in his hand, and ran
among the Pechenegs shouting out a question whether anyone
had seen a horse. For he knew their language, and they thought
he was one of themselves. When he approached the river, he

2 Tribes in the northern Caucasus.
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to Central Asia by Arab armies and to the Upper Volga * by Arab
missionaries; Judaism, to which belonged the upper class of the
Khazars on the Lower Volga; the Christianity of the West, pro-
fessed by the Germans; or the Christianity of the East, pro-
fessed by Byzantium. Preachers of each of these religions were
present in Kiev, and each tried to convert Vladimir to his par-
ticular faith. Finally, the Christianity of the East prevailed.
This is not surprising, since for centuries Russia had been in
close contact with Byzantium and, even earlier, with the Hel-
lenic world. As early as the sixth and seventh centuries B.c., the
Creeks had founded prosperous colonies in the Crimea, such
as the important city of Kherson, and others at many places on
the northern coast of the Black Sea, all of which became the
focal point for Greek, and later, Byzantine, influence in eastern
Europe. Lively trade relations between Kiev and Constantinople
had been maintained for centuries, despite intermittent inter-
ruptions by Russian military campaigns against Constantinople
—or, as the Russians of that time called it, “Tsargrad,” the
Caesar (ruler) of all cities, or the City of the Caesars.

6495 (987) Vladimir summoned together his boyars and the
city elders, and said to them: “Behold, the Bulgarians came
before me urging me to accept their religion. Then came the
Germans and praised their own faith; and after them came the
Jews. Finally the Greeks appeared, criticizing all other faiths
but commending their own, and they spoke at length, telling
the history of the whole world from its beginning. Their words
were artful, and it was wondrous to listen and pleasant to hear
them. They preach the existence of another world. “Whoever
adopts our religion and then dies shall arise and live forever. But
whosoever embraces another faith, shall be consumed with fire
in the next world.” What is your opinion on this subject, and
what do you answer?” The boyars and the elders replied: “You
know, O prince, that no man condemns his own possessions, but
praises them instead. If you desire to make certain, you have
servants at your disposal. Send them to inquire about the ritual
of each and how he worships God.”

Their counsel pleased the prince and all the people, so that
they chose good and wise men to the number of ten, and di-
rected them to go first among the Bulgarians and inspect their
faith. The emissaries went their way, and when they arrived at
their destination they beheld the disgraceful actions of the Bul-

1 To the realm of the Volga Bulgarians, a Turkic state not to be
confused with the Slavic Bulgarians of the Balkans.
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garians and their worship in the mosque; then they returned to
their own country. Vladimir then instructed them to go likewise
among the Germans, and examine their faith, and finally to visit
the Greeks. They thus went into Germany, and after viewing the
German ceremonial, they proceeded to Constantinople where
they appeared before the emperor. He inquired on what mission
they had come, and they reported to him all that had occurred.
When the emperor heard their words, he rejoiced, and did them
great honor on that very day.

On the morrow, the emperor sent a message to the patriarch
to inform him that a Russian delegation had arrived to examine
the Greek faith, and directed him to prepare the church and
the clergy, and to array himself in his sacerdotal robes, so that
the Russians might behold the glory of the God of the Greeks.
When the patriarch received these commands, he bade the
clergy assemble, and they performed the customary rites. They
burned incense, and the choirs sang hymns. The emperor ac-
companied the Russians to the church, and placed them in a
wide space, calling their attention to the beauty of the edifice,
the chanting, and the offices of the archpriest and the ministry
of the deacons, while he explained to them the worship of his
God. The Russians were astonished, and in their wonder praised
the Greek ceremonial. Then the Emperors Basil and Constantine
invited the envoys to their presence, and said: “Go hence to
your native country,” and thus dismissed them with valuable
presents and great honor.

Thus they returned to their own country, and the prince
called together his boyars and the elders. Vladimir then an-
nounced the return of the envoys who had been sent out, and
suggested that their report be heard. He thus commanded them
to speak out before his vassals. The envoys reported: “When we
journeyed among the Bulgarians, we beheld how they worship
in their temple, called a mosque, while they stand ungirt. The
Bulgarian bows, sits down, looks hither and thither like one
possessed, and there is no happiness among them, but instead
only sorrow and a dreadful stench. Their religion is not good.
Then we went among the Germans, and saw them performing
many ceremonies in their temples; but we beheld no glory
there. Then we went on to Greece, and the Greeks led us to the
edifices where they worship their God, and we knew not
whether we were in heaven or on earth. For on earth there is
no such splendor or such beauty, and we are at a loss how to
describe it. We know only that God dwells there among men,
and their service is fairer than the ceremonies of other nations.
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For we cannot forget that beauty. Every man, after tasting
something sweet, is afterward unwilling to accept that which is
bitter, and therefore we cannot dwell longer here.” Then the
boyars spoke and said: “If the Greek faith were evil, it would
not have been adopted by your grandmother Olga, who was
wiser than all other men.” Vladimir then inquired where they
should all accept baptism, and they replied that the decision
rested with him.

After a year had passed, in 6496 (988), Vladimir marched
with an armed force against Kherson,? a Greek city, and the
people of Kherson barricaded themselves therein. Vladimir
halted at the farther side of the city beside the bay, a bowshot
from the town, and the inhabitants resisted energetically while
Vladimir besieged the town. Eventually, however, they became
exhausted, and Vladimir warned them that if they did not sur-
render, he would remain on the spot for three years. When they
failed to heed this threat, Vladimir marshaled his troops and
ordered the construction of an earthwork in the direction of
the city. While this work was under construction, the inhabitants
dug a tunnel under the city wall, stole the heaped-up earth,
and carried it into the city, where they piled it up in the center
of the town. But the soldiers kept on building, and Vladimir
persisted. Then a man of Kherson, Anastasius by name, shot
into the Russian camp an arrow on which he had written:
“There are springs behind you to the east, from which water
flows in pipes. Dig down and cut them off.” When Vladimir re-
ceived this information, he raised his eyes to heaven and vowed
that if this hope was realized, he would be baptized. He gave
orders straightway to dig down above the pipes, and the water
supply was thus cut off. The inhabitants were accordingly over-
come by thirst, and surrendered.

Vladimir and his retinue entered the city, and he sent mes-
sages to the Emperors Basil and Constantine, saying: “Behold,
I have captured your glorious city. I have also heard that you
have an unwedded sister. Unless you give her to me to wife, I
shall deal with your own city as I have with Kherson.” When
the emperors heard this message, they were troubled, and re-
plied: “It is not meet for Christians to give in marriage to
pagans. If you are baptized, you shall have her to wife, inherit
the kingdom of God, and be our companion in the faith. Unless
you do so, however, we cannot give you our sister in marriage.”

2 The city of Kherson was located in the Crimea, near present-day
Sebastopol.
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When Vladimir learned their response, he directed the envoys
of the emperors to report to the latter that he was willing to
accept baptism, having already given some study to their reli-
gion, and that the Greek faith and ritual, as described by the
emissaries sent to examine it, had pleased him well. When the
emperors heard this report, they rejoiced, and persuaded their
sister Anna to consent to the match. They then requested
Vladimir to submit to baptism before they should send their
sister to him, but Vladimir desired that the princess should her-
self bring priests to baptize him. The emperors complied with
his request, and sent forth their sister, accompanied by some
dignitaries and priests. Anna, however, departed with reluc-
tance. “It is as if I were setting out into captivity,” she lamented;
“better were it for me to die here.” But her brothers protested:
“Through your agency God turns the Russian land to repent-
ance, and you will relieve Greece from the danger of grievous
war. Do you not see how much evil the Russians have already
brought upon the Greeks? If you do not set out, they may bring
on us the same misfortunes.” It was thus that they overcame
her hesitation only with great difficulty. The princess embarked
upon a ship, and after tearfully embracing her kinfolk, she set
forth across the sea and arrived at Kherson. The natives came
forth to greet her, and conducted her into the city, where they
settled her in the palace.

By divine agency, Vladimir was suffering at that moment
from a disease of the eyes, and could see nothing, being in
great distress. The princess declared to him that if he desired to
be relieved of this disease, he should be baptized with all speed,
otherwise it could not be cured. When Vladimir heard her mes-
sage, he said: “If this proves true, then of a surety is the God of
the Christians great,” and gave order that he should be bap-
tized. The Bishop of Kherson, together with the princess’ priests,
after announcing the tidings, baptized Vladimir, and as the
bishop laid his hand upon him, he straightway received his
sight. Upon experiencing this miraculous cure, Vladimir glori-
fied God, saying: “I have now perceived the one true God.”
When his followers beheld this miracle, many of them were also
baptized.

Vladimir was baptized in the Church of St. Basil, which
stands at Kherson upon a square in the center of the city, where
the Khersonians trade. The palace of Vladimir stands beside this
church to this day, and the palace of the princess is behind the
altar. After his baptism, Vladimir took the princess in marriage.
Those who do not know the truth say he was baptized in Kiev,
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while others assert this event took place in Vasiliev, while still
others mention other places. . . .

Hereupon Vladimir took the princess and Anastasius and the
priests of Kherson, together with the relics of St. Clement and
of Phoebus his disciple, and selected also sacred vessels and
images for the service. In Kherson he thus founded a church on
the mound which had been heaped up in the midst of the city
with the earth removed from his embankment; this church is
standing at the present day. Vladimir also found and appropri-
ated two bronze statues and four bronze horses, which now
stand behind the Church of the Holy Virgin, and which the
ignorant think are made of marble. As a wedding present for
the princess, he gave Kherson over to the Greeks again, and
then departed for Kiev.

When the prince arrived at his capital, he directed that the
idols should be overthrown and that some should be cut to
pieces and others burned with fire. He thus ordered that Perun
should be bound to a horse’s tail and dragged along Borichev
to the river. He appointed twelve men to beat the idol with
sticks, not because he thought the wood was sensitive, but to
affront the demon who had deceived man in this guise, that he
might receive chastisement at the hands of men. Great art thou,
O Lord, and marvelous are thy works! Yesterday he was honored
of men, but today held in derision. While the idol was being
dragged along the stream to the Dnieper, the unbelievers wept
over it, for they had not yet received Holy Baptism. After they
had thus dragged the idol along, they cast it into the Dnieper.
But Vladimir had given this injunction: “If it halts anywhere,
then push it out from the bank, until it goes over the falls.
Then let it loose.” His command was duly obeyed. When the
men let the idol go, and it passed through the falls, the wind
cast it out on the bank, which since that time has been called
Perun’s Bank, a name that it bears to this very day.

Thereafter Vladimir sent heralds throughout the whole city to
proclaim that if any inhabitant, rich or poor, did not betake
himself to the river, he would risk the prince’s displeasure. When
the people heard these words, they wept for joy, and exclaimed
in their enthusiasm: “If this were not good, the prince and his
boyars would not have accepted it.” On the morrow the prince
‘went forth to the Dnieper with the priests of the princess and
those from Kherson, and a countless multitude assembled. They
all went into the water: some stood up to their necks, others to
their breasts, the younger near the bank, some of them holding
children in their arms, while the adults waded farther out. The
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priests stood by and offered prayers. There was joy in heaven
and upon earth to behold so many souls saved. But the devil
groaned, lamenting: “Woe is me! how am I driven out hence!
For I thought to have my dwelling place here, since the apos-
tolic teachings do not abide in this land. Nor did this people
know God, but I rejoiced in the service they rendered unto me.
But now I am vanquished by the ignorant, not by apostles and
martyrs, and my reign in these regions is at an end.”

When the people were baptized, they returned each to his
own abode. Vladimir, rejoicing that he and his subjects now
knew God himself, looked up to heaven and said: “O God, who
hast created heaven and earth, look down, I beseech thee, on
this thy new people, and grant them, O Lord, to know thee as
the true God, just as the other Christian nations have known
thee. Confirm in them the true and unalterable faith, and aid
me, O Lord, against the hostile adversary, so that, hoping in
thee and in thy might, I may overcome his malice.” Having
spoken thus, he ordained that churches should be built and
established where pagan idols had previously stood. He thus
founded the Church of St. Basil on the hill where the idol of
Perun and the other images had been set, and where the prince
and the people had offered their sacrifices. He began to found
churches and to assign priests throughout the cities, and to
invite the people to accept baptism in all the cities and towns.

He took the children of the best families, and sent them to
schools for instruction in book learning. The mothers of these
children wept bitterly over them, for they were not yet strong
in faith, but mourned as for the dead. When these children were
assigned for study, there was thus fulfilled in the Russian land
the prophecy which says: “In those days, the deaf shall hear
words of Scripture, and the voice of the stammerers shall be
made plain” (Isaiah, 29:18; 32:4). For these persons had not
ere this heard words of Scripture, and now heard them only by
the act of God, for in his mercy the Lord took pity upon them,
even as the prophet said: “I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious” (Exodus, 33:19).

12. YAROSLAV THE WISE

Fratricidal warring among the sons of Vladimir ended in 1016
with the victory of Prince Yaroslav, who established a firm rule
over Russia for nearly forty years, from 1016 to 1054. This was
the “golden age” of Kievan Russia, the age when material, intel-
lectual, and artistic achievements were particularly brilliant.



